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Whaling and seaborne trade were ever at the core of New Bedford’s prosper-

ity, and its flourishing harbor remained the focus and epicenter of the city’s 

many commercial and manufacturing activities. The harbor was also a major 

focus of an extraordinarily productive local “school” of artists who flourished 

on both sides of the Acushnet River and included some of America’s most 

distinguished marine painters, among them German-born Albert Bierstadt, 

Dutch-born Albert Van Beest, native sons William Bradford, R. Swain Gifford, 

and L.D. Eldred, the versatile landscape painter and portraitist William Allen 

Wall, and such other local lights as Charles H. Gifford, Dwight W. Tryon, Clem-

ent Nye Swift, Clifford Warren Ashley, and Francisco Rapoza. The Museum is 

fortunate to have assembled during the 110-plus years of its existence a splen-

did array of paintings and drawings by these artists from New Bedford and 

Fairhaven, enabling us to exhibit a broad selection of views of the harbor — the 

harbor that made the city’s fortunes, providing the prosperity that effectively 

fueled the artists’ careers as it did the local industries, resulting an enduring 

legacy for future generations.

harbor views now open
Images of New Bedford and Fairhaven from the Permanent Collection

2012 Accession list
2012.40  One book: United States Frigate Constitution with Data for Model Builders 
(Washington, D.C., 1932); two sets of drawings and templates cut from cardboard 
for making a model of Charles W. Morgan, used by Chester Eldred of Fairhaven, MA.  
Edmond F. Tavares in Memory of Gordon and Florence Eldred.

2012.41  Two photographic prints of Morris Sederholm, Jacob Horvitz and five other 
men in front of a clapboard wall; photographic print of 5 men on a pilot boat, Morris 
Sederholm at mast;  photographic print of whaling captains aboard Charles W. 
Morgan;  Invoice from “The Whaling Outfitters.”  The Sederholm Family.

2012.42  One walrus tusk, sliced in half longitudinally, carved on one side with 
Chukchi images of men with domesticated animal (pulling sleds) and wild animals.   
Richard C. Kugler.

2012.48  One blueprint:  plan & arrangement for a sailing vessel (1/2”-1’ scale) by 
William H. Hand, Jr., N.A., New Bedford, Mass., December 23, 1919.  Dave White.

2012.49  Manuscripts:  Two letters (dated New Bedford, 11/09/1844 and 
01/13/1848), related to whaling; one receipt for $1500.00 from the Merchants 
Bank, New Bedford, dated 07/30/1850.  Dr. & Mrs. Mel B. Yoken.

2012.50  Digital photograph:  “‘Whale’ Boulder River WA,” image of log shaped 
like a whale’s head, by Monty VanderBilt, Seattle. WA, 2012.  Monty VanderBilt.

2012.51  One place mat:  The New Bedford Hotel, Jolly Whaler - Spouter Inn, New 
Bedford, Massachusetts, paper, 1950-1969.  Frances Levin.

2012.52  Manuscripts:  records of the New Bedford Chamber of Commerce, ca. 
1915-1980. New Bedford Area Chamber of Commerce.

2012.53  Manuscripts:  Captain William Claghorn (1733-1793)’s maritime docu-
ments and correspondence from the 1780s, several dated “Bedford in Dartmouth.”   
Margo Locke.

2012.54  Three photographic prints: portrait of Jonathan Capen Hawes and two 
portraits of Frederic Blake Hawes, by George F. Parlow, New Bedford, Massachusetts; 
one carte-de-visite of Addie Hawes, by Bierstadt Brothers, New Bedford, Massachu-
setts.  Anne G. Cann

2012.55  One engraving:  Mrs. Stanhope, by Charles Theodosius Heath (1785-
1848), after an oil painting by Simon Jacques Rochard (1788-1792); one magazine:  
Harper’s Weekly (vol. VI, no. 267), February 8, 1862.  Jack H. T. Chang, M.D.

2012.56  Manuscripts:  Prescott family papers and photographs; deed signed by 
John Russell, Dartmouth, 1714; account book of George Blake, pharmacist, New 
Bedford, 1900-1908; One book:  William C.N. Swift genealogy.

2012.57  Manuscripts:  7 crew disbursement documents for the 1899 packet 
voyage of the bark Swallow of New Bedford; logbook for the bark Swallow of New 
Bedford, Hendrick Morse, master, 1899-1900, packet voyage to Cape Verde; three  
miscellaneous documents including one typescript letter and 2 receipts.  Richard E. 
Donnelly.

2012.58  Manuscripts:  journal kept by Will Shaw (1825-?) on board Equator of 
New Bedford, 1843-1844, together with transcription made by Susan Shaw Ander-
son. Descendants of Ward Shaw.

2012.59  One painting:  portrait of of Captain Weston Howland, circa 1835-40.  
Bequest of Weston Howland, Jr.

2012.60  Manuscripts:  8 autograph letters from William Bradford, 1866-1877.  
Museum Purchase.

2012.61  Manuscripts:  genealogical record in a journal book of Dartmouth, Mas-
sachusetts, families, entries dated ca. 1858-ca. 1930.  Museum Purchase.

2012.62  Charts:  Joseph Frederick Wallet Des Barres, The Atlantic Neptune, 1777-
1783, owned by William Rotch, New Bedford, Massachusetts.  Mrs. William Rotch.

2012.63  One Painting:  Woman Digging at Place of Discovery of Cape Verde, by 
Maurice Costa.  21st Century.  Maurice Costa.

2012.64  Three photographic prints:  portraits of Joaquim Almeida, by Ron Barboza. 
Museum Purchase.

2012.65  Two coins recovered from underwater archaeology sites in Cape Verde.  
Government of Cape Verde.

2012.66  One clown crib toy, by The Ted Toy-lers, New Bedford, MA, ca. 1925-1930; 
Three pieces of currency from New Bedford banks (1856, 1903, 1929); One luggage 
tag, brass, used by New Bedford & Taunton Railroad, 1839-1873. Anonymous.

2012.43  One baleen riding crop.  Peter Gammarano, Jr.

2012.44  One stereograph:  Interior of a Sail Loft, by T.E.M. White, New Bedford, 
Massachusetts.  Museum Purchase.

2012.45  One photographic print:  “Government Buildings and Opera House,” 
Honolulu, Hawaii, by J. Gonsalves, ca. 1880.  Janet B. Keeler.

2012.46  Photographic print:  Lemuel Ames & the Whale Bone, image of elderly 
man with beard and glasses in formal dress standing with large whalebone.   
Stephen Borkowski in honor of Matthew Benedict.

2012.47  Five cartes-de-visite of Jonathan Capen Hawes, his first name Jerusha 
Blake and their children, 1860s.  Anne G. Cann.

The Museum welcomes Artists in Residence, Zaria Forman and Lisa Lebofsky. In 

August 2012, Zaria led and Lisa participated in Chasing the Light, an arctic art expe-

dition up the North West Coast of Greenland. It was the second expedition to this 

area with a mission to create art inspired by the dramatic geography. The first was in 

1869 aboard the Panther, led by the American painter William Bradford (the subject 

of the current NBWM exhibition Arctic Visions). Zaria’s mother, Rena Bass Forman, 

had conceived the idea for the voyage, but sadly did not live to see it through. During 

the months of her illness her dedication to the expedition never wavered and Zaria 

promised to carry out her mother’s final journey to honor her.

artists in residence

Zaria Forman (above)

Zaria’s enthusiasm for drawing began early in her childhood, when she and her family trav-

eled to some of the world’s most remote landscapes; the subject of her mother’s fine art pho-

tography. A Cum laude graduate in Studio Arts from Skidmore College, Zaria has exhibited 

extensively at galleries and venues throughout the United States and overseas. 

Lisa Lebofsky (below)

Lisa’s paintings on aluminum explore the limitless capacity of the mind when it engages with 

nature. She holds a BFA in metals from SUNY New Paltz, and an MFA in painting from the 

New York Academy of Art. Her work is in private collections, and has been exhibited in solo 

and group shows both nationally and internationally. She is the recipient of several awards 

and residencies including the Prince of Wales travel grant to the Château de Balleroy, France 

(2005) and the Terra Nova National Park Artist in Residence (2010). 

William Allen Wall. New Bedford from Fairhaven. Oil on canvas, circa 1848.

Mary Jean Blasdale, Chair
Constance Bacon
Nathaniel J. Bickford
Carl J. Cruz
Llewellyn Howland, III

Keith W. Kauppila
Frances F. Levin
Steven Lubar 
Barbara Moss
Celeste Penney

Frances D. Ricketson
Roger Servison 
Robert Smith
Bruce Wilburn

Collections Committee


