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Photorealistic Pastel Drawings of Landscapes Affected by
Climate Change

By Pinar September 10, 2015
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For years, art'st Zarla Forman has been traveling 1o the world’s mest envircnmenta'ly endangered areas
to keep a visual record of ‘andscapes great'y mpacted by climate change. She draws inspiration from her
travels 1o create stunning, large-scale pastel drawings of the awe-inspiring views. This includes the
melting of Arctic cebergs and rising sea levels slowly submergng flat lands like the Mald ves.



Rather than focusing exclusvely on the depleting state of the Earth, she documents the world as it is
today, hoping to spark a movement iowards more eco-friendly practices. “I'm tryng 10 turn scentists’
wamnings and statist.cs intc @ more accessble medium,"” she explains, “and hopefully it nspres people to
make an impact in ther own 'ves, no matier how big or sma! that may be— whether they turn the ar
conditoning down or maxe sure the water is not left running.”

Trhwus far, Forman has journeyed to Greenland, Svabard, and the Maldives, recreating their separate yet
equa 'y powerful iImages across enormous canvases and using a portion of procaeds from the saes of her
art to support 350.0rg (an organzaton dedicated to raising awarensss and promotng ecoclog cally safe
action regard ng climate change). In an emall, she te''s us: “| am heading down in Novemeber/December
to South Geoergia, the Falkland Islands, and the Antarctic Peninsula for a five week art residency aboard
the National Gecgraphic Explorer. My intentons are to gather materal and nspration to create a body of
work that describes the Antarctc landscape and n particular the meltng ice. | wl compare the Southemn
ce to what | have witnessed of it's Northern counterpart n Green'and and Svalbard. Ultmately, the
drawings will serve as ‘ice portraits’, continuing my work of documenting Earth's shifting landscapes due
to the effects of climate change.”

About a dozen of Forman's ncred ble creations will be on dsplay in a so'o show called SLIP. Amengst the
work nspired by her expedtons, the artist w be inciuding drawngs of Hawall's coas: and Antarctica's
gaciers. “The two drawings of Antarctica in this new body of work are, in a way, pre'minary studies for
this upcoming expedition,” she tells us. “My good frend, exceptional multi-media artist, and Polar
explorar/world traveler Todd Murphy graciously et me perusa thousands of his photegraphs of Antarctica
and Svalbard, a few of which | referenced to create Svabard no. 33, Lemaire Chanel, Antarctica, and
Decepton Island, Antarciica.”

SLIP opens tonight at Winston Wachter Fine Art in New York and will run through October 17, 2015,
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